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Dear Colleague: 


Vol. Il, No. 4, December 1961 


The President's Committee on Vocational Education held its first meeting in Washington 
on November 9, 10, and L1. Chief staff person assigned to the Committee is Chester Swanson, 
former superintendent of schools at Oklahoma City, and currently on leave from a professorship 
at the University of California. Committee Chairman is Benjamin C. Willis, superintendent 
of schools in Chicago. Four other staff members are assigned to the Committee. 





The first meeting of the Committee was devoted largely to building a common background of 
information among Committee members. It was emphasized by several members of the Committee 
that a high school education is a basic minimum of educational competency in today's society 
and that assurance of this level of attainment should be gi ven to every adult. 





Although set up separately from the Vocational Committee, a second President's Committee 
was announced on November L5 which will, presumably, share a considerable body of common 
interest with the Committee on Vocational Education. The new Committee, a twenty-two member 
panel - including five officials of Cabinet rank and chaired by Secretary of Labor, Arthur J. 
Goldberg - will, in the words of President Kennedy, begin a "comprehensive program to attack 
vigorously the mounting problems of jobless youth and to help put youth into jobs." Superintendent 
Samuel M,. Brownell of Detroit, Mrs. Clifford N. Jenkins, President of the National Congress 
of Parents and Teachers, James B. Conant, former President of Harvard University, along with 


state and local officials and leaders from business and industry, make up the additional member- 
ship of the Committee. 





As if anticipating the appointment of the President's Committee on Youth Employment by a 
single day, the Wall Street Journal, on November 14, carried a front-page, feature-length 


dispatch on school dropouts. The story was similar in treatment and emphasis to the August 11 
report on adult education. 








William G. Carr, executive secretary of the National Education Association, tied the dropout 
problem and the need for continuing education for adults together when he addressed the NAPSAE 
Conference on November 10. Dr. Carr said: "| note that your Legislative Committee may decide 
to seek federal funds to aid the states in their effort to provide increased educational opportunities 
for America's 70 million adults who lack a high school education. If such federal action is to 
be effective, it must go much further. We must be concerned not only with removing the grosser 
forms of educational shortage, but also with cutting off the supply of such shortages at the 
source. The Director of the NEA special study estimates that there will be seven million high 
school dropouts in the next decade. | urge you, therefore, to do your utmost to secure a prompt 
and fair-minded consideration of the current proposals, already enacted by the Senate, to 
strengthen the quality and holding power of your elementary and secondary schools." 








Dr. Carr spoke at the annual banquet which was held in the NEA Headquarters Building. 

Faidcabia Americanization School provided entertainment and 
each member present received a flag base for their desk made from the flagpole which stood for some 
50 years above the East Front of the U.S. Capitol Building. 








Under the direction of Daniel Schreiber, the NEA is undertaking a three-year study of the 





problem of high school dropouts. Mr. Schreiber has been coordinator for the last several years 

of the Higher Horizons program in the New York City Schools. The project, which is financed 
largely by the Ford Foundation, will seek among other things to establish the role of the schools 

in serving the educational needs of unemployed, out-of-school youth between the ages of 16 and 20. 


A second NEA study, just getting underway, which has a high degree of relevance to adult 
education, is on the effects of automation on education. The director of the study is Luther H. 
Evans, former Librarian of Congress, and more recently Director-General of UNESCO. The 
assistant director is George E, Arnstein, former assistant director of the NEA Division of - 
Legislation and Federal Relations. Arthur S. Flemming, former secretary of the Department of 
Health, Education, and Welfare, is chairman of an advisory group. 





Some of the topics to be undertaken by the study are how to retrain workers who have been 
thrown out of work by automation, how to organize educational programs for on-the-job professional 
people who want to refresh their knowledge, and how to educate citizens for sensible constructive 
use of leisure time. 





"Our best students never graduate." "Perennial student." "Back to school to keep current." 
"Never stop learning." These are some of the phrases used in a seven-column advertisement of 
American Airlines appearing in leading newspapers in mid-November. The ad gave punch to the 
concept that aircraft maintenance is an essential part of travel safety and that this is based on the 
maintenance of educational competencies. 


Perhaps we should not call attention to it, but this issue of Pulse will be reaching NAPSAE 
members about a week late. However, since Pulse is billed as a "family" newsletter, it doesn't 
seem unnatural to write here what is often the standard opening paragraph in writing to the relatives... 
"Sorry to be late in writing, but it seems that everything happened at once these past few weeks. 
Something had to give, but I'm sorry it had to be this letter to you." 





First of all, on November 8, the joint statement of the American Association of School 
Administrators, the Council of Chief State School Officers, the National Congress of Parents and 
Teachers, and NAPSAE, was released to the press. Adult Education in the Public Schools - is 
the first joint statement ever prepared in this area of education. 








Then, there is work on the NAPSAE membership directory going on. NAPSAE members won't 
see it until about December 15 - but it's very much in evidence at this very moment around the 
office. Fortunately, no one has spilled the alphabetized trays of cards --- yet! 





November 7 was the publication date for How Adults Can Learn More - Faster, and the 
priority task on that day was to endeavor to fill the more than 2,000 advance orders that had 
already been received. 





The publication date for In-Service Training for Teachers of Adults was one day later -- but 
no one had to work overtime filling advance orders for that! A natural consequence of the 
fact that adult education is not overburdened with a burgeoning bureaucracy is that there are still 
countless more students than program administrators! 





Single copies of Adult Education in the Public Schools are free. Additional copies are 
50 cents, with the usual quantity discounts. How Adults Can Learn More - Faster is also 
priced at 50 cents, and In-Service Training for Teachers of Adults is $1.00. (it's all done 











by formulas - pricing that is. Some time, when there is space, we will share the mysteries with you.) 





On November 11 and 12, the Board of Directors of NAPSAE met under the chairmanship of 
NAPSAE's new president, Wilmer V. Bell, director of adult education in Baltimore, Md. All 
members of the Board were present for a meeting which approved plans for a new publications com- 
mittee for 1961-62, worked out details of a legislative program, established broad policy for the 
1962 conference, selected a general conference chairman (S.E. Hand) for 1963, aconference 
site (San Francisco) for 1964, and approved detailed sets of plans for NAPSAE's public school — 


development projects (supported by grants to NAPSAE from The Fund for Adult Education) for the 
next three years. 





And - oh yes - there was a conference going on .... NAPSAE's ninth. 


Some Conference Highlights 





The NAPSAE Outstanding Service Award went to Henry Ponitz, state director of adult edu- 
cation for Michigan,and chairman of numerous NAPSAE committees. The citation said in part: 
"You are a person on whom we in NAPSAE have relied from the very beginning of the organization 


at East Lansing, Michigan. You are a tower of strength, with infinite patience and wisdom, and have 
guided us well through the years." 


- The Awards of Merit went to C. Scott Fletcher, former president of The Fund for Adult 
Education, and to Arthur Corey, executive secretary of the California Teachers Association. Of 
Mr. Fletcher, the citation said; "...during his decade of service to adult education the recipient 
of this award did many things to give status and purpose to public school adult education and public 
school adult educators... | Scott Fletcher's service to us, to NAPSAE, and to public school adult 
education, has issued from his conviction about the basic responsibility of the public schools in the 
field of adult education." 


. Excerpts from the citation for Dr. Corey: "Mr. Corey has insisted that teaching in America 
must be made our pre-eminent profession. He believes that professional prestige cannot be bought 
nor legislated....Mr. Corey has always supported the belief that educational opportunities should 
be readily available to all people, children, youth, and adults...He has always stood for levels of 
financing that are equitable for all students...including adults." 


. Conference addresses were presented by Seymour Harris, professor of political economy, 
Harvard University, and William G. Carr, executive secretary of the National Education Association. 
The text of these will be reprinted in Focus, NAPSAE's yearbook,to be published again (Volume ID 
in the spring of 1962. 


. The professional heart of the Conference was a series of eight workgroups barreling in on 
the theme "Meeting the Challenge of Change." Key personnel from the adult education field served 
as leaders and consultants. 


. Atthe NAPSAE Business Meeting, the Association adopted, with but one dissenting vote, 
a proposal to seek 30 million dollars annually over the next three years in federal funds for the 
purpose of helping state departments of education provide elementary and secondary education to adults 
throughout the country in need of such education. Also at the Business Meeting a constitutional 
amendment was passed authorizing the formation of state affiliates "whose voting membership is 


limited to present and former members of the adult education staffs of state and local public school 
systems," 


The State Association Relationships Committee is working out procedural details for affili- 


ation now. State associations may expect word from NAPSAE within the next few weeks as to how 
to apply for affiliate status and what is involved after affiliation. 





. Inthe report of the executive secretary, it was indicated that last year's raise in dues from 
$4 to $10 for Active Members has not seriously impaired active membership. The decline from 
November 1, 1960 to November 1, 1961 was from 1007 to 972 - considerably less than had been 
predicted by officers and staff at the time the increase in dues was first contemplated. 


. A high point of the Conference of the Adult Education Association, which immediately pre- 
ceded the NAPSAE meeting, was the national adult education banquet addressed by Sterling McMurrin. 
Another featured speaker at the AEA meeting was Chester Bowles, Under-Secretary of State. 


Copies of the NAPSAE Conference Roster (including the supplementary roster) and the texts 


of the addresses by S.E. Hand and Wilmer Bell are available from the NAPSAE office upon request 
as long as the supply lasts. 





A new kind of conference coverage was offered to the nation's radio stations during the 
NAPSAE Conference. One hundred and seventy-one stations, queried in advance by the NEA Division 
of Press and Radio Relations, asked to be sent 5-minute taped interviews with the state directors 
of adult education in their states. The tapes were made by the NEA Division of Audio-Visual 
Instructional Services at convention headquarters. Most stations received their tapes and were 
able to broadcast them before the delegates returned home. During the interviews, the state directors 
were questioned about adult education statistics in their states, and discussed recent developments 
and problems in public school adult education in their areas. NAPSAE President, Wilmer V. Bell, 
was interviewed on developments and problems in adult education nationally. 





Executive Secretary 
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